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OSCEs are hands-on examinations that test clinical skill performance and competence in a 

range of skillsets related to the gathering and interpretation of clinical data. This includes 

competency in history taking and physical examination skills to USMLE standards.  

 

In MED3 and MED4, this competency includes a component that assesses the student’s 

ability to communicate the clinical data and related interpretation in a documented format.  

 

OSCEs are a real world approach to learning and assessment. The assessment applies a 

standardized approach, which includes standardized patients (SPs), standardized scoring tools 

and standardized exam-day logistics. 

 

The core components that will be assessed in OSCEs include: 

 Integrated Clinical Encounter (ICE) 

 Communication and Interpersonal skills (CIS) - this component assesses 

professionalism and the student’s ability to communicate with patients and healthcare 

workers.  

 Spoken English Proficiency (SEP) 

 

 

Orientation 

Orientation for each term during Year Two’s OSCE will be provided on Blackboard and may 

also be provided by the course director as a live orientation once the academic calendar 

permits. 



65 

 

 

 

 

Dress Code 

Dress code is always professional as expected in all Clinical Skills Labs. (CSL). 

 

AUACOM identification cards must be worn and must be visible at all times. A white coat 

bearing the student’s name is to be worn. Students may not wear a white coat bearing 

someone else’s name. If a student does not possess a white coat bearing his/her name, he/she 

must wear a plain white coat. 

 

Items Required for the OSCE 

Medical equipment including a stethoscope, patellar hammer, penlight, a pen/pencil, eye 

chart, tuning forks, other materials to assess neurological function and a watch with a second 

hand are to be brought to the OSCE by the student.  

An exception is the Harvey OSCE where no instruments are required for the exam.  

 

Paper will be provided by the examiner if writing is required. All students must label their 

paper with their name and ID number. It is the student’s responsibility to write legibly.  

 

Students are expected to manage their own time in an OSCE without any prompts or 

reminders from the examiner. 

 

Standardized patients shall be treated with the same respect and professional courtesy as that 

which is appropriate for any clinical interaction. 

 

No student shall discuss any component of the OSCE with another for the duration of the 

exam period. Students found in violation of this rule are liable to penalties under the AUA 

Code of Professional Conduct and may face loss of academic credit or expulsion. 

 

If a student feels that his/her performance has been compromised as a result of an irregularity 

in the conduct of the examination, he/she must report the irregularity to the ICM Course 

Director at the end of the exam on the same day. 

 

Students must be familiar with their ExamSoft login information if there is a write up 

component to the OSCE. Invigilators will not provide passwords on the day of the OSCE.  

 

All testing material provided by examiners must be returned before leaving the examination. 

 

Items NOT permitted in the OSCE or the Sequestration Rooms 

No communication devices of any sort will be permitted. This includes but is not limited to 

smart phones, smart watches, smart glasses, laptops, tablets, paging devices, blue tooth-

enabled devices, any Wi-Fi transmitting device or any other form of communicating devices. 

 

Students are not allowed to leave the sequestration room until it is time for the examination. 

Students who require a restroom break must get the permission of one of the proctors in the 
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sequestration room. 

 

SEQUESTRATION 

Students are sequestered prior to an OSCE examination to secure and maintain the integrity of 

the OSCE. Since every student has the same task to perform in the same time frame, 

sequestration of students until their turn to perform the exam on each OSCE day is critical.  

 

OSCE Sequestration Guidelines: 

1. Students must arrive at the sequestration room and be seated at least thirty (30) 

minutes before the start of the OSCE. 

2. If a student arrives after the commencement of the OSCE, the Course Director, acting 

in his/her sole discretion, will decide whether the student will be permitted to sit the 

OSCE. 

3. Students must present their ID card to their examiners. If there is a write-up 

component, the ID card is to be placed on the desk for verification by the proctor. 

4. Students must be appropriately dressed and have all necessary medical equipment 

necessary for the exam.  

5. Students may carry textbooks and personal notes for quiet studying or reviewing 

during sequestration. During sequestration, communication of any type between the 

students is strictly prohibited.  

6. All items not explicitly approved will be placed in a designated storage area under the 

supervision of the invigilators. The University will not be responsible for personal 

property left in the examination rooms. 

7. Disruptive behavior during the sequestration period or during the examination will not 

be tolerated. This behavior will be reported to the Couse Director and students may 

face loss of academic credit or expulsion. 

8. Students may take water and dry snacks to be consumed during sequestration. 

Water/tea/coffee will be available. 

 

 

GRADES 

OSCEs are summative exams and all grades are final. Please refer to the Student Handbook 

regarding the process for appealing grades. Students have to wait until the decisions of the 

Promotions Committee have been published before commencing any appeal process. 

 

Students who fail the OSCEs will be offered the opportunity to discuss their exam 

performance with the Course Director by prior appointment.  
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Exam Date Subject Questions % of grade  

BSIC-CAS1 February 13 All to date 150 20 

BSIC-CAS2 March 30 All to date *150 30 

CBSE2 April 9 All Basic 

Sciences 

200 50 
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There is no other authorized access to campus, Security officers will deny you access to 

campus by another route.  
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